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Abstract:

The Jarawa, one of the ancient Negrito stocks efSbuth East Asia, etymologically
known asAngfrom emic point of view inhabit the western coasSouth and Middle Andaman
of Andaman and Nicobar Union Territory of India. éyhare still surviving on hunting and
gathering mode of subsistence and possessing piiealtyeatures of oceanic Negrito. They live
in small bands and are semi nomadic in nature; lwigc evident from the settlement of
temporary hutments in their territory. At preseme Ang population consists of 341 souls and
facing the problems of survival due to contact withinstream in the form of sprouting non-
tribal settlements in and around their territomgnsportation through Andaman Trunk Road
(ATR) and the growth of tourism in core area. Witle development of communication and
transport facilities, the nomadic life of tlegis restricted to certain few pockets of demarcated
area in comparison to the earlier free movementastern coast of Andaman sea and has had
impact on the sources of livelihoods i.e, huntingd agathering, fishing, and so on. The
exploitation of natural resources in the reservexh ainabatedly by the poachers is one of the
major concerns irAng subsistence. Though the intervention of AndamanmAdanjati Vikas
Samiti (AAJVS) yielded better results in removirge thostility and stabilizing the dwindling
Ang population, but it could not able to provide aletime to the problem of dwindling
traditional subsistence. The native food resoutdes pig, turtle, honey, and fish are being
slowly substitute by the cooked rice, coconut, Inanabiscuits, and so on. The junk food
supplied by outside population i.e., tourists iwvihg adverse impact on the traditional diet
pattern especially the younger generations. As sheldiscourse on the ‘Jarawa Policy’ which is
framed by the government in 2004 for the protechod welfare of thé\ngis the need of the

hour to protect the endangering tribe from theseoflmodernity.

Keeping in view of all these issues, the presenpepaattempts to highlight the

subsistence strategies Ahg and the impact of external interventions on thesources and
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consumption patterns. Further an attempt is alsdenta uncover the impact of ATR on their

health and nomadic life and the continuous exgioitaby the non-tribal population.

| ntroduction:

Human development is closely intertwined with tidization of natural resources
starting from primitive mode of food collecting geato modern industrial way of production.
Historically all the subsistence modes are intdakly related to the web of social and ecological
spheres. Every such mode of production coupled déhelopment of material artifacts had
direct bearing on the utilization and expansionnafural resources. In the course of time,
awareness of surplus production necessitated thsiah of labour, which in turn led to social
and technological advancement of different culttinesughout the world. Despite this fact, there
are still imbalances of resource utilization, asg@s and distribution of food resources that led
some of the communities to still persists on atwieger and malnutrition. This situation further
exacerbated with depletion of natural resources tfer cause of commercialization and
industrialization. This unstable growth is not onilypited to undeveloped countries but also
developed and developing countries like Indias kevident from the present state of Particularly
Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTG) like Chenchu of Awna Pradesh, Jenu Kurubha of Karnataka,
Kadar of Tamil Nadu and Kerala etc. Further itiadpally penetrating in the territories of most
Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups who are delvof contact with outside population. The
Ang of Andaman Island is not exceptional to this fdatie to deforestation and expansion of
settlements in and around their territory of oresource rich demarcated ‘Jarawa Reserve’ now
encounters the depletion of resources and it isabrtbe major issues needed to be understood
by analyzing the subsistence strategy ofAhgas well as the dependent communities.

The present scenario of the primitive tribal comriaa of Andaman Islands is in state of
chaos and they are struggling to survive biologycas well as culturally. The Great
Andamanese of Strait Island is classic examplehdd state. It is so that their estimated
population in 1789 was 10, 000 and by 1901 it hecrehsed to 625. In Post Independent era it
had come down to two digits. Even among the pregeptlation, the mendalian population is
very less since they are being slowly replaced dry-tnibal admixture. As a result of this, their
culture and language/dialect which is richly docated by Radcliff-Brown in 1948 is not

observed now a days and become museum specimesiniiter fate may be approaching to the
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other surviving Negrito tribe i.e., theng (popularly known as Jarawa by outsiders) of Andaman
Archipelago since the situation is mismanaged byidBr and even it is mishandled in post
Independent era. Prior to understand the intrisadg survival mechanism and impact of
assimilation of this isolated tribe, it is pertihgn mention the geo-morphological features of

Andaman since it is closely related to their subsise.

It is worth stating here that the ancient inhaligasf the Andaman and Nicobar Islands
have never been lived in complete isolation. Befibre permanent establishment of British,
geographers, explorers, mariners and traders ate.frequent to this place who did not made
attempts to occupy these Archipelagos on regulsishi#l the 17 B.C. However, the European
colonizers tried to take occupation of these Istamtiring the 17 and 18 century but
unfortunately it could not materialize due to imuknt weather, dreadful malaria, and
geographical isolation. It was only in the mid (§)‘hlcentury the British took occupation of the
Andaman Islands and finally the penal settlemenehedficiently been established in Port Blair
in 1858.Nothing more deserves a special note inglaeds than the aboriginal population. The
survival of four hunting and gathering communitiesy. theAng, the Sentinelesethe Great

Andamanesand theOnge has been unique to the Andaman group of Islands.

With the advent of the penal settlement, the ttavaf tribal transformations have been
taken place in these Islands. It may be notedtheaNegrito tribes made futile attempts to resist
the occupation of their traditional abode but uittely they are crumbled to the powerful
invaders, thus pacified and nonviolent relationmeein the so-calleGreat Andamanesand the
British. Similarly the hostile attitude of th&©nge was pacified in 1960 and thé&ng
unfriendliness came to end in 1998. This assimifatias created insecurity than a blessing in
disguise to the host forager communities. The ainb@tween the once isolated prehistoric
communities and the commanding invaders have sdemise disturbing in the form of
introduction of certain new diseases, inter-trill@lds, which has been accountable for the
population decline. Now some young Negrito people apen to experiment the vices of
dominant culture communities with whom they cante rontact and thus addiction to tobacco,
alcoholic drinks and other chewing habits etc.nse¢o0 have affected the health of the tribal

forager communities of the Andaman Islands.
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The Ang of Andaman Island can be divided into three terial groups known aBoiab
(Tirur, South Andaman)Thidong (Middle Strait, South Andaman) in South Andamam an
Thanmad(Kadamtala, Middle Andaman) in Middle Andaman.| Tdcent past they maintained
utmost isolation from outsiders and it is attrilwlte the odds that they experienced during the
occupation of Colonists i.e., British as well apalzese. In due course of time, the attitude of
Ang towards non-tribal population has been changeunh fhostile to friendly relations and now
they are interacting with their neighboring settléor various reasons. It may be attributed to
penchant for settled way of life, scarcity of res®s, and changing subsistence pattern. This
altered behaviour oAng has become a matter of concern for administra@mcademicians,
researchers and travelogues to know about thesitigeness of their socio-cultural life. But no
systematic effort is made to understand whyAhg frequently raiding to the passers-by tourist
vehicles and the neighbouring villages in searctoodl and other essential items.

The empirical instances highlighted in print meldda intrusion of poachers into thng
reserve have kindled a debate among the admimisdraicademicians, and other actions groups
and individuals on the question Ahgsurvival i.e., whether they are really facing fartage
or not. In response to Public Interest LitigatiétL(), the Ministry of Home Affairs, Govt. of
India constituted an Expert Committee to find dw¢ behaviour of théng towards non-tribal
communities in the ever changing conditions in anaund their territory. It consists of multi-
disciplinary team and submitted a holistic repanttbe specific observations of the Hon’ble
High Court, Kolkata. Later on specific ‘Policy omrdwa Tribe of Andaman Islands’ was
adopted by the government in 2004 for the protactiod welfare of th&ngin Andaman Island.
Despite such intermittent efforts of government amthropologists, exploitation @g&ng and
their resources by poachers and outsiders is agdim hide and seek manner. FurtherAhg
is more exposed to foreign vices like tobacco, akhgr material, junk food etc., and it adversely
affecting on the foraging way of life. Under theseumstances, a momentous research on the
subsistence needs of tiag and the available food resources are essentiahtierstand the

factors that are causimgngto resort such kind of harmful effects of exposame contact.
Review of Literature:

The earliest literaturef the Negrito of Andaman Islands belongs to thergef colonial

ethnography. The first which dates back t8' téntury is in the nature of a descriptive study of
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these most primitive and isolated communities whith ®main unique in the plurality of
cultures. But the golden age of what can be terasetAndamanese studies’ during the British
period began with ethnographic description of Bvtdn and M.V. Portman in 1870’s and closed
with the departure of Radcliffe-Brown in 1908.

After opening the Regional Centre of Anthropologi€aurvey of India at Port Blair,
frequent attempts were made from time to time toudwent various aspects of the Negrito
communities ranging from physical, linguistic, andtural aspects. Pandit’s (1974) works on the
Ang dealt with the unique story of a mutual hostiliyhich he referred to as a challenge to the
civilization. Besides making efforts to explain tmeaning of the termJarawd he also gave us
some fascinating descriptive pictures of variougeghtions, which were conducted to befriend
the Angin various coastal areas of middle Andaman. Inflrie whole work is infused with a

human understanding of the Negrito of Andaman tidahat is rare in scientific writing.

Mann (1973) gave a brief accountAfg and their hostile attitudes towards alien people
and made interesting attempts to describe thel tsit@ation in the Andaman Archipelago in
general. Sarkar’s (1990) intensive field investigatamong thelarawarevealed many insights
of Jarawahabitat, economy, food habits, and social life aadn. It makes fascinating reading
and throws much light on land and people with sgdemminphasis on better understanding of their
unfriendly attitudes towards outsiders in generkd.has painstakingly analyzed his observation
and spelled out valuable suggestions vis-a-vigahle to be undertaken with regard to protect the
Jarawa to learn their languages as well to makallaout effort to develop better relations with

them.

Naidu’s (1999) short account of therawaproblems of survival and the issues relating to
their conservation throws light on how tlarawa are fighting in their day today life for their
survival. Senkuttuvan’s (2000) linguistic study thre Jarawarevealed nearly 500 lexical items
of this monolingual tribe of Andaman Island. Simitudy on the language and culture of the
Jarawasby Sreenathan (2001) made an attempt to enqueredtabulary of this tribe as well as
related cultural aspects. Besides the above sai-saltural and linguistic work, Biswanath
Sarkar (2002) has made an anthropological invesgtiyan the dermatoglyphic characters of the

Jarawas. Further a serious of articles is publisirededited volumes and journals by
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Anthropological Survey of India covering variougpeasts ranging from contact and conflict,

ecological issues, demographic and health isswsesew of welfare measures.

With this backdrop, the present study focused disistence pattern &ngin view of
their changed behaviour in recent times. Therenarspecific studies on their ecology, social
structure, and nomadic way of life that are esaénti understanding their association with
natural surroundings for their survival. The prdésetudy aims to cover all these aspects
including the seasonal availability of food anddistribution and consumption pattern Amg

from an anthropological perspective.

Objectives of the study:

Keeping in view of the present state of theg, an attempt is made to understand the
seasonal availability of food and water in theiritery and the consumption pattern of theg
in study area. Further the study also tries to tstded the folk classification and cognition of
natural resources for their subsistence and doctatien of indigenous knowledge and methods
that they use in utilization of available resourBesides, the nhomadic behaviour of #eg in
different seasons including visits to neighboursaitiements of non-Jarawa, Andaman Trunk
Road (ATR), and Jetties in search of food stufé® @lovered during the study.

Data and methodology:

A holistic approach is applied for the presentdgtwsing both anthropological and
cognitive tools and techniques for collection ofvary data during fieldwork. They are mainly
participant and non-participant observation, schexjukey informant interviews with the
volunteers of AAJVS, recording of verbatim text Ahg men and women, preparation of
notional maps of resources and habitat throughiggaatory appraisal, route map of nomadic
movement pattern in the forest etc. To fulfill tbbjectives of the study, situational data on
density of Ang resource base, flora and fauna, ecological angrgpbical factors relating to
location, group activities that deals with food waisiion and consumption, food

sharing/exchange with other groups etc., also ciatethrough observation methods.
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About the Study Area:

The Andaman Islands are lie betweeéhté 14 North latitudes and 92to 94 East
longitudes. It is a conglomeration of two hundrethmds covering both inhabiting and non-
inhabiting islands in the Bay of Bengal with Andanfaea to the east. The average distance of
about 1213 kilometers from the eastern sea boantagiland India and is further separated from
the Nicobar group of islands to the North by 15Mrkieters wide Ten Degree Channel.The
natural vegetation of Andaman is tropical evergrémest with mangroves on the coast. The
climate is similar to the tropical islands of siamilatitude. The rainfall is irregular, but usually
dry during north-east monsoons and complete wehgwouth-west monsoons. The Andaman is

further divided into three geographical regions iNorth, Middle and South Andaman.

For the present studgng of Boiab and Thidongof South Andaman are covered as this
group live in close proximity to Andaman Trunk Roadd the settlements of non-Jarawa

population. They are frequently in contact with thegoing tourists and settlers on ATR and

depended on the doles provided these passers-by.

Table 1. Number of campsvisited during the Study

SI. | Name of the | Type of the| Place GPS Position| Water Distance
No. | Chadddcamp) | Chadda (local Source from
visited name) Chadda
during
fieldwork
1. | Thapihelai Semi- Potatang 12°00'28.9" N Checkdam| 100 to
Chadda Permanent 92041'55.6" E| (FD) 120
(Vacated) meters
2. | Uliatothethal | Temporary| Potatang | 12°00'28.9" N| water 100 to
Chadda (100 mtr | 92°41'55.6" E | spring on | 120
distance) the meters
elevation
3. | Miangtotathe | Temporary| B.D.Nallah 12°00'28.8" N| Creek 20to 30
Chadda 92°41'55.6" E| (Nallah) | mtrs
(residents of
Ist Chadda)
4. | Maulahuchu | Temporary| B.D.Nallah 12°04'50.4" N| Creek 20to 30
Chadda 92042'56.4" E| (Nallah) | mtrs
5. | Ichetoalakhoya Temporary| B.D.Nallah 12°04'51.5" N| Creek Very
Chadda 92042'56.4" E | (Nallah) Near
6. | Inkamahe Temporary | HiranTikri| 12°1029.1"N Creek Very
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Chadda (Vacated) 92038'44.5"E (Nallah) Near
7. | Mothebuthe | Temporary | Bara 12°1029.3" N| Creek Very
Chedda (Vacated) | Baluarea | 92°38'44.5" E| (Nallah) Near

8. | Thuhi Chadda | Temporary| R.K.Nallah 12°10'29.3" N| Creek Very
92038'44.5" E | (Nallah) Near
9. | Ento Chadda | Temporary| Tirur 12°10'29.1" N Two 50 to 60
92038'44.5" E| creeks mtrs

Temporary Hutmentsand their Material Belongings:

Thapihelai Chaddais a semi-permaneAing settlement which is located in Potatang area
about 200 meters inside the forest along the sidendaman Trunk Road (ATR) between the
Jirkatang and Middle Strait. The settlements cansfsone comparatively semi-permanent
community hut mainly used by the family members and small semi-permanent huts. On
either side of these, one belongs to adolescens’ yrmitory @ah Chadda and the latter
belongs to the adolescent girls’ dormitoAbgla Chadda One small hut like structure is found
backside with the storage of fishing materials dnidd honey combs. In the main hut there is
one center fire place and five fire places bessiiesping cots made with wooden matting. Apart
from these there are many temporary hutments (Mapelused for two to three days in extreme
cases not more than fifteen days.

The day-to-day functional materials like fishingtsyelarge number ofohad (knives)
pierced on the thatch roof, sleeping cots with veodhatting, cane baskets, wooden buckets,
huge number of skulls of hunted wild pigs tied gtsawhich are suspended from the thatch roof
and wooden post, iron plates, bunches of empty mralimeater bottles, fuel wood, utensils packed
gunny bags, elevated structures for keeping astiete. Apart from this sufficient stocks of ripen
garden jackfruits, ripen and greekuf{chg banana, biscuit packets, coconuts and tobacco

(sukkapatij also observed in the hutments.
The Ang Subsistence:

The Angin the study area are surviving on both aquatievel as terrestrial resources
since long. They continuously move from one placartother in search of foods. Their nomadic
life is highly depends on the availability of resoes on coast and forest. Due this reason they

construct temporary and semi-permanent hutmentlarrespective territories. The temporary
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hutments are used for habitation ranging from tedfifteen days and perishable in nature
whereas the semi-permanent huts are used contiyufmrsionger periods especially during
rainy season. The location of camps or hutmentgestdal to the proximity of water sources i.e.,
springs, creeks, small streams, check dams, edictrenresource centric. So that they can hunt
wild game and gather the vegetable foods withievaminutes of walk from the camp. The Ang

live in harmony with nature and extract only theded resources in sustainable manner.

The major food resources @ng in the study are mainlpbo (wild pig), two local
varieties of honey i.elpav (formed by big size bees) ambod (formed by the small bees).
Further they also hunt small game like differentetées of monitor lizards known @®i, enday
and oru, huyokthithab(wild rat), wild birds likenavug(bat), guyem otola, onala, gochagocha
avuok (wild pigeon) andtizloog. Some of the boring insects likgete unno also consumed
occasionally. The wild boar is their preferred n@mgetarian food but it is subjected to seasons.
The monsoon and post monsoon period are consige@dseason and avoid hunting wild pigs
in dry season. In this period the fat content ofdwboar reduces and hence depends on
alternative means. During this period there is engy of jackfruit and honey is available and

substitutes the protein content.

All the available plant resources in the territarg utilized byAngcan be classified into
edible, medicinal, timber, adornment and variousepfpurposes. So far 58 varieties of edible
plants are identified by Botanical Survey of Inthathe Jarawa Reserve. They use fruits, nuts,
leaves, tubers, and roots of different edible [gast secondary source of diet. In dry season, they
give more emphasis cgéb (wild Jackfruit), walong (cane fruit),wakth (red beth fruit), addul,
thuia (salai fruits), dhal, eruhe adm (mango),chonel(banana), different varieties of wild fruits
like gin (khattapha) waagam thangal aaddul earuhye dhal, etc. All kinds of fruits are eaten
fresh at the site of collection only. The wild redike babg choven jigi and vegetable leaves
like uyyq homaare also gathered during lean season. The dividdabour is simple and both

men and women involve in gathering of vegetabl@pces and transport to the camp.

The honey content in honey combs are very lessyirséason when compared to other
flowering seasons due to lack of intermittent shewBuring fruits season, the liquid content is
less in honey combs. The peak season for honegctiolh is starts from November and got

momentum in December and continued up to Febrddrg.dry season April and continued up
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to August. Due to this reasoAng collect the entire beehive combs for consumptiong@with

its larvae. Thus collected beehive comb chunkspacked insalai pathiand stored in wooden
buckets and kept under the temporary individuaicstires. In case of exchange with other group
huge quantity is stored in open thatch structumeieng withdhani pattito avoid the sight of
outsiders. As sucAng consume the entire combs along with its larvaecdse honey it is not
available in on&Chaddaor camp; they visit another camp where it is stdoe sharing with the
Ang of another camp. Except this, other plant foodd hunted meat are kept in camp for a
period of two to three days only.

During dry season, both men and women collect the packfruits. Some are eaten in
raw and the excess ones are preserved after pitleessing at their nearby camp. At first
instance they arrange stone boulders are pooledeplace in three feet diameter for roasting
jackfruits. A bulk of firewood is kept on thus anged big size stone boulders and burnt them.
Whenever the burning of fuel wood exhausts, thegpkackfruits on the left out hot boulders
and left it for some time to be roasted properlfteAroasting, they separate the pulp and seeds
manually. Thus extracted pulp is put into huge chaskets that are specially made for this
purpose (each basket capacity to contain 30-4@utdlas of jackfruit pulp and seeds). The size
of the baskets varies based on the carrying cgpaiclioth men and women and children. These
baskets are wrapped wilalai patti(thatch) leaves and tightly packed with wild crespd&hus
tightly packed jackfruit bundles are kept in dudsonearer to creek and buried for over a month.
A symbol is erected for identification. In lean sea, they come back to this place and removed
for consuming after thorough cleaning and dryingrtirer they also boil some of the jackfruits
for consumption at camps. In this method, firstytbellect the ripen jackfruits and extract the
seeds from it. The pulp is eaten in raw form anénehs seeds are boiled for two to three hours

in fresh water in big aluminum vessels.

More camps are made at sea shore from the begirofimfgovember to fag end of
February month for collection afkele (turtle) eggs. Only pregnant women, delivered racth
and children are remain at the road side campsoffiter marine resources likéga(sea crab),
homa (mud crab)ingi (tree crab)waag andove (varieties of bi-valve shellshingata (black
fish, which is available in fresh wategtab (salt water crocodile)upiuditeyal (fresh water

crocodile), different varieties of fishes likeapotekano(telapia fish),uai, singi, bhel also
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constitute a part oAng subsistence. Further they also collect molluses trouches, turbo, giant

calms, cowries at the inter tidal areas of coralsb@n open sea shore or mouth of bay areas.

Food sharing:

Food sharing is an important characteristicAsig whenever they hunt wild boar or
gather wild produces are being shared within baminbers. Hanging of different parts of
hunted pig in differenthaddas(temporary structures) is testimony to this fdicts so that the
hunted pork is distributed and consumed by thee@sd members and the residue of pork was
temporarily preserved by hanging it over a firecplaisually in their respective huts. Further, the
honey collected with beehive combs by the membkohe dhaddais stored nearer to the camp
which is also shared with the nearest kin or baedhbers. This sort of sharing is observed in the
case ofuligard’s family at ento chaddaWhile consuming honey, some membersdah and

abela chaddgoined them and shared the honey.
Utilization of Water:

The camp site of the each nomadic band is arranged to the water source either a
spring or creek in forest to quench their thirstnadl as household chores. They used to drink
water directly without any utensil or containersimilar to apes. Now a day water is carried to
the camp in plastic containers and dumped mineaé¢mbottles that are procured either from the
floating on the sea coast or laying on road sideyTalso store water in aluminum vessels that
are provided by AAJVS. Many times it is observedttthey used to take bath with a bottle of
water from the stored drinkable water. Some ofAhgat Tirur are provided garments to cover
the bare body but it had failed miserably due umdmig as they don’t know how to wash cloths.

The water sources in the check dam and streameadt side are being dried up in
summer and even the little left-out water is fullalgae and marshy. Except this, the camps
situated nearer to springs inside the deep fomeshaving no water scarcity. The women and
children of the camp near to the creeks are foualleating waag (bi-valve shell) for
consumption. After a day long collection, the shealie boiled in water. After one or two hours
the boiled soft flesh is separated from the haadlsland consumes it.
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External Interventions;

The presence of both consumable (ripen garden rjatkf ripen andkutcha banana,
biscuit packets, coconuts and tobacco) and nonuooakle articles (cloth, shoes, wrist watch,
torch light, aluminum vessels, Iron plates, buncbeésnineral water bottles) demonstrate the
friendly contacts with the non-tribal settlers ajowith the officials of Andaman Adim Janjati
Samithi (AAJVS). The so called modern articles liech lights, tobacco and wrist watches are
given as enticement by the poachers who ventuoeAing area for exploitation of forest timber,
wild deer, etc. They bait th&ng with these modern materials for unabated exploitadf the
resources in tha&ngterritory, the presence of large numbers of mdiaghiesat Middle Strait
jetty illustrating the illegal entry of non-tribals the pretext of taking tourists to mud-volcano.
The tourist dinghies display the flex boards ofa¥ea tourism’ demonstrates how they are being

humiliated and encashed by the commercial touratpes.

Contacts with norAng are more at Tirur due to the proximity of the Isetent of
agricultural communities. The cluster of differembn-tribal population of Tirur village are
cultivating coconut, banana, jackfruit, mango, arewt, pine apple, guava, cashew nut and
batabi (a variety of citrus fruit) adjacent to theng territory. The neighbouring agricultural
community welcomes the visit oAng into their village since they can exploit them by
exchanging split rice and tobacco for resin, homeghs and so on. Apart from this, settlers also
claim compensation from the Administration for resses taken by théng Thus the key
subsistence resources like honey and crabs areipfor low quality and quantity rice, junk
foods like biscuits, bread, etc., old apparels, lwdmead-neckles and tobacco with the

neighbouring communities.

The interventions in théng territory is clearly visible from the out-post ditkatang
towards interior of the forest. Four householdso(tRanchi, one Tamil and one local born
family) that are located inside the reserve foheste encroached the forest land and converted it
into horticulture garden. Besides these, other liamaround the area venture into the reserved
Jarawa territory for collection of forest produce $ale as well as for consumption during non-
agricultural season. Apart from this, constructiabour, contractors and staff of Andaman
Public Works Department (APWD) are present on tAi&Aaving regular contact with visiting

Angwoman and children. The police escort of conveyiclel reveals that they work during the
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day time and left the place along with last conebyehicle on the route. However, plucking of

wild mango, jackfruits are evident from the neavinyrksite. The construction of poliaowki

is under process at Tirur, now it is facilitatifgetcontact platform between construction workers
and theAng The existing local staff of administration i.ene guard and a social worker are

unable to control the frequently visiting group Afhg to this area and bartering of certain

commodities.

The Ang perceive that resources in the territory are eigiffit to fulfill their subsistence
needs. But the intrusion of poachers’ who are aigalging and exploiting thé&ng resources
like wild pig, deer, honey, bamboo, timbbhone(dhoop or resin), and different varieties of fish
in streams and creeks are creating threat to titaglitional subsistence. Hunting of deer and wild
boar that are prized small games for poachers égslikgal extraction of timber, sand and
fishing in streams, creeks, and shallow water needastal areas. Though nothing new, sporadic
incidents of trap are also hogging the limeligt#tthoachers have fitted or laid traps for catching
deer and boar, which theng did not protest because poachers bait them inMgnaith tobacco,

and garment.
Conclusion:

The present study shows how theg community is surviving on the naturally available
animal and plant foods during wet and dry seasongalvith major food resources like pork and
honey. The present health statusfofydemonstrates that food resources are in suffigretite
habitats irrespective of locations even during semrfihe present study has taken into account
the significance of emic views vis-a-vis availatyilof sources of subsistence. It remains to be
seen how etic may be imposed on the much debatabliéicting issue that social scientists in
general fear to ignore. The free movemenAn§ along with western coast and inside the forest
encouraged them to adapt the exigencies throudéreliit sustainable survival strategies. The
general statement of the life 8ihg is in a state of chaos is not necessarily truevél@r the
exploitation of resources by the outsiders needsetatrictly banned otherwise in future they

may be the victims of modernity in similar to thegent day Great Andamanese.
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