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Feminism is a range of movements and ideologiesgshare a common goal to define, establish, and
achieve political, economical, cultural, personall social status of women. This includes seeking to
establish equal opportunities for women in educattmd employment. Feminist movements have
campaigned and continue to campaign for womenhstsigncluding the right to vote, to hold public
office, to work, to fair wages or equal, to own pedy, to education, to enter contracts, to hausakq
rights within marriage, and to have maternity leaweminists have also worked to promote
bodily autonomy and integrity, and to protect womend girls from rape, sexual harassment,
and domestic violence. Feminist campaigns are géparonsidered to be one of the main forces behind
major historical societal changes for women's ggtgarticularly in the West, where they are near
universally credited with having achieved womenfragfe, gender neutrality in English, reproductive
rights for women (including access to contracegtiaed abortion), and the right to enter into can¢ra
and own property, some feminists, including Belbks, argue for the inclusion women’s within itsai
because men are also harmed by traditional gewtks. Feminist theory, which emerged from feminist
movements, aims to understand the nature of gandquality by examining women's social roles and
lived experience, it has developed theories inreetsaof disciplines in order to respond to isseash as
the social construction of gender. Feminism Chdflasgrier, a Utopian Socialist and French philosophe
is credited with having coined the word ‘féminisme’ 1837 The words ‘féminisme’ (feminisme) and
‘féminist’ (feminist) first appeared in France atié Netherlands in 1872, Great Britain in the 1880

the United States in 1910, and gford English Dictionaryists 1852. Feminists around the world have
had different causes and goals. Most western famimistorians assert that all movements that work t

obtain women's rights should be considered femimstements.

The history of the modern western feminist moveméndivided into three waves. Each wave dealt with
different aspects of the same feminist issues.fif$iewave comprised women's suffrage movements of
the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, ptorgowomen's right to vote. The second wave was

associated with the ideas and actions of the wamlieration. Feminist theory is the extension of
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feminism into theoretical or philosophical fieldisencompasses work in a variety of disciplinesduding
anthropology, sociology, economics, women’s stydiegary criticism, art, history, psychoanalysis
and philosophy. Feminist theory aims to undersgamter inequality and focuses on gender politics,
power relations, and sexuality. While providingrdique of these social and political relations,anuof

feminist theory also focuses on the promotion omea's rights and interests.

In the field of literary criticism, Elaine Showaltdescribes the development of feminist theoryasny
three phases. The first she cdbsninist critique in which the feminist reader examines the idei@®g
behind literary phenomena. The second Showaltés gahocriticism,in which the woman is producer of
textual meaning. The last phase she ogdélsder theory Some branches of feminism closely track the
political leanings of the larger society, such d#serhlism and conservatism, or focus on the
environment. Liberal feminism seeks individualiséiquality of men and women through political and
legal reform without altering the structure of sigi Radical feminism considers the male-controlled
capitalist hierarchy as the defining feature of worm oppression and the total uprooting and
reconstruction of society as necessary. Consegvdgininism is conservative relative to the society
which it resides. Libertarian feminism conceivespafple as self-owners and therefore as entitled to
freedom from coercive interference. Separatist fésni does not support hetro sexual relationships.

Lesbian feminism is thus closely related.

The feminist movement produced both feminist fictiand non-fiction, and created new interest in
women's writing. It also prompted a general regatibn of women's historical and academic
contributions in response to the belief that wosémes and contributions have been under repredent
as areas of scholarly interest. Much of the eaglyqal of feminist literary scholarship was givereoto
the rediscovery and reclamation of texts writtenvwimmen. Studies like Dale Spendésfethers of the
Novel(1986) and Jane Spencérfse Rise of the Woman Nove(i5986) were ground breaking in their
insistence that women have always been writing. @ensurate with this growth in scholarly interest,
various presses began the task of reissuing lohgfqarint texts. Virago Press began to publishdtge

list of 19th and early 20th century novels in 17l became one of the first commercial pressesino |
in the project of reclamation. In the 1980 Pand@rass, responsible for publishing Spender's study,
issued a companion line of 18th century novelstamitoy women. More recently, Broadview Press

continues to issue 18th and 19th century novelsyymdtherto out of print, and the University of
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Kentucky has a series of re-publications of earlgmen's novelsA Vindication of the Rights of
Woman(1792) by Mary Wollstonecraft, is one of the esstiworks of feminist philosophf. Room of
One's Own(1929) by Virginia Woolf, is noted in its argumeiar both a literal and figural space for

women writers within a literary tradition dominatey patriarchy.

The widespread interest in women's writing is edato a general reassessment and expansion of
the literary canon. Interest in post-colonial kemres, gay and lesbian literature, writing by peopt
colour, working people's writing, and the cultupabductions of other historically marginalised goeu
has resulted in a whole scale expansion of whetnsiderediterature, and genres hitherto not regarded
as literary, such as children's writing, journals, lettergvél writing, and many others are now the
subjects of scholarly interest. Most genres andysnkes have undergone a similar analysis, so tiat o
now sees work on théemale gothicor women's science fiction. According to Elyce Radelford,
‘Science fiction and fantasy serve as importanticled for feminist thought, particularly as bridges
between theory and practice’. Feminist sciencdoficis sometimes taught at the university level to
explore the role of social constructs in understamndender. Notable texts of this kind are UrsulaLK
Guin'sThe Left Hand of Darknef969), Joanna RusBhe Female Maf1970), Octavia
Butler'sKindred (1979) and Margaret Atwoodsandmaid's Tal€L985).

Women's role in Pre-colonial social structures aévehat feminism was theorised differently in Endi
than in the West. In India, women's issues firgldmeto be addressed when the state commissioned a
report on the status of women to a group of ferhirisearchers and activists. The report recogritsed
fact that in India, women were oppressed underséery of structural hierarchies and injustices. Byiri

this period, Indian feminists were influenced by #Western debates being conducted about violence
against women. However, due to the difference enhtistorical and social culture of India, the dehat
favor of Indian women had to be conducted creatiald certain Western ideas had to be rejected.
Women's issues began to gain an international premee when the decade of 1975-1985 was declared

the United Nations Decade for Women.

Indian women negotiate survival through an arraypressive patriarchal family structures, age, and
ordinal status, relationship to men through fammilfy origin, marriage and procreation as well as

patriarchal attributes. Patriarchal attributes udel dowry, siring sons etc. kinship, caste, comtguni
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village, market and the state. It should howevembted that several communities in India, such as
the Nair's of Kerala, Shetty’'s of Mangalore, cantMaratha clans, and Bengali families exhibit
matriarchal tendencies. In these communities, #atof the family is the oldest woman rather than t
oldest man. Sikh culture is also regarded as velgtgender neutral. There are so many commuritties
India which has matriarchal and matrilineal, commas. There are Tribal communities who have been
belief on matriarchal and matrilineal society. Iudfim families, women and men are considered equal,
but not in the westernised sense. Theanteaches that the minds of males and females wigtehtly

and are generally different biologically. Therefdstam grants different rights to the husband asife.

One such right which the wife owes to her husbarzking head of the household.

The heterogeneity of the Indian experience revidsalisthere are multiple patriarchies, contributioghe
existence of multiple feminisms. Hence, feminismndia is not a singular theoretical orientatiomats
changed over time in relation to historical andumall realities, levels of consciousness, perceptand
actions of individual women, and women as a grothpe widely used definition is An awareness of
women's oppression and exploitation in societyvatk and within the family, and conscious action by
women and men to change this situation. The matefamale dichotomy of polar opposites with the
former oppressing the latter at all times is redute the Indian context because it was men who
initiated social reform movements against varicu@ad evils. There have been intense debates wiligin
Indian women's movements about the relationshipvdst Western and Indian feminisms. Many Indian
feminists simultaneously claim a specific ‘Indiamsitivity’ as well as an international feministhesion
with groups and individuals worldwide. The rise lieral feminism in the West in the 1970 focused
deeply on demands for equal opportunities in edutand employment, as well as ending violence
against women. To a large extent, the emergingrisiimovement in India was influenced by Western
ideals. These called for education and equal right$ also adapted their appeals to local issués an
concerns, such as dowry related violence againstemp Sati, Sex selective abortion and custddidike

the Western feminist movement, India's movementiniéiated by men, and later joined by women. The
efforts of these men included abolishing sati, Whicas a widow's death by burning on her husband's
funeral pyre, abolishing the custom of child mageaabolishing the disfiguring of widows, introdugi

the marriage of upper caste Hindu widows, promotvmmen's education, obtaining legal rights for
women to own property, and requiring the law toremidedge women's status by granting them basic

rights in matters such as adoption.
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The 19th century was the period that saw a majaityvomen's issues come under the spotlight and
reforms began to be made. Much of the early refofonsindian women were conducted by men.
However, by the late 19th century they were joimedheir efforts by their wives, sisters, daughters
protegees and other individuals directly affectgdchmpaigns such as those carried out for women's
education. By the late 20th century, women gaineeatgr autonomy through the formation of
independent women's own organisations. By the tlitdes and forties a new narrative began to be
constructed regardingvomen's activism'This was newly researched and expanded with iienvto
create 'logical’ and organic links between femingmd Marxism, as well as with anti-communalism and
anti-casteism, etc. The Constitution of India dichigantee 'equality between the sexes,' which aeate
relative lull in women's movements until the 19T8e late nineteenth century, as nationalist moveésnen
emerged in India. These movements resisted 'cdlom@ventions in gender relations' particulamythe
areas of family relations. In the mid to late naeith century, there was a national form of rest&tdo
any colonial efforts made to 'modernise' the Hifehaily. This included the Age of Consent controyers
that erupted after the government tried to riseabe of marriage for women. During this period the
struggle against colonial rule intensified. Natiigsra became the pre-eminent cause. Claiming Indian
superiority became the tool of cultural revivalismsulting in an essentialising model of Indian
womanhood similar to that of Victorian womanhood espl yet separated from public
space. Gandhi legitimised and expanded Indian wnpmlic activities by initiating them into themo
violent civil disobedience movement against theisti Raj. He exalted their feminine roles of caring
self-abnegation, sacrifice and tolerance; and chavaiche for those in the public arena. Peasantaemo
played an important role in the rural satyagrahb8arsad and Bardoli. Women-only organisations
like All India Women's Conference (AIWC) and thetidaal Federation of Indian Women (NFIW)
emerged. Women were grappling with issues relatinghe scope of women's political participation,

women's franchise, communal awards, and leaderstgg in political parties.

The 1920 was a new era for Indian women and isnddfias ‘feminism' that was responsible for the
creation of localised women's associations. Thesedations emphasised women's education issues,
developed livelihood strategies for working classmwen, and also organised national level women's
associations such as the All India Women's ConfaxreAIWC was closely affiliated with the Indian
National Congress. Under the leadership of MahaBaadhi, it worked within the nationalist and anti-
colonialist freedom movements. This made the maakilipation of women an integral part of Indian

nationalism. Women therefore were a very imporpart of various nationalist and anti-colonial eféor
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including the civil disobedience movements in tl8Q. After independence, the All India Women's
Conference continued to operate and in 1954 thenn@ommunist Party formed its own women's wing
known as the National Federation of Indian Womeoweler, feminist agendas and movements became
less active right after India’s independence in719%s the nationalist agendas on nation buildimd to
precedence over feminist issues. By the growthwhbih Right Movement and Mississippi Laws in 19th

century Property of Married Women Laws passes fpoever women'’s status.

Women's participation in the struggle for freedoaveloped their critical consciousness about thee r
and rights in independent India. This resultedha introduction of the franchise and civic righfs o
women in the Indian constitution. There was pravidior women's upliftment through affirmative actjo
maternal health and child care provision (crecheglal pay for equal work etc. The state adopted a
patronising role towards women. For example, Isdianstitution states that women amsemker section

of the population, and therefore need assistanfuntdion as equals Thus women in India did notehiav
struggle for basic rights as did women in the W&he utopia ended soon when the social and cultural
ideologies and structures failed to honour the weadquired concepts of fundamental rights and

democracy.

Post independence feminists began to redefinextiemteto which women were allowed to engage in the
workforce. Prior to independence, most feministsepted the sexual divide within the labour force.
However, feminists in the 1970 challenged the iaditjas that had been established and fought tersev
them. These inequalities included unequal wagesvtonen, relegation of women to ‘unskilled' spheres
of work, and restricting women as a reserve arnmyldbour. In other words, the feminists' aim was to
abolish the free service of women who were esdbnteing used as cheap capital. Feminist class-
consciousness also came into focus in the 197Gk, f@minists recognising the inequalities not just
between men and women but also within power strastauch as caste, tribe, language, religion, negio
class etc.. Now, in the early twenty-first centuttye focus of the Indian feminist movement has gone
beyond treating women as useful members of soeietlya right to parity, but also having the power to

decide the course of their personal lives anditite of self-determination.

The state of Kerala is often viewed as the ideabpssive leader in the women’s rights movement in
India among states. Kerala maintains very hightikeldevels of female literacy and women’s headth,
well as greater female inheritance and propertitsigFor example, a 1998 study conducted by Bina
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Agarwal found that while only thirteen percent dfvaomen in India with landowning fathers inherited
that land as daughters twenty four percent of suminen were able to do so in the state of Keral#s iBh
important because it has been shown that measwresptove such access to property and economic
independence through channels. Bangladesh waslyjnibst province of Bengal in India until 1947, and
then it became part of Pakistan. It became an ew#gnt nation in 1971. Women have had equal
suffrage since 1947, and they have reserved seatriament. Bangladesh is notable in that sir811
two women, namely Sheikh Hasina and Begum Khaladat&ave served terms as the country's Prime
Minister continuously. Women have traditionally yga a minimal role in politics beyond the anomdiy o
the two leaders; few used to run against men; favetbeen ministers. Recently, however, women have
become more active in politics, with several progninministerial posts given to women and women
participating in national, district and municipd¢&ions against men and winning on several ocnasio
The Women's Indian Association (WIA) was founded ®17. It sought votes for women and the right to
hold legislative office on the same basis as mdmes& positions were endorsed by the main political
groupings, the Indian National Congress and thelmidia Muslim League. British and Indian feminists
combined in 1918 to publish a magazidei Dharmathat featured international news from a feminist
perspective. In 1919 in the Montagu—Chelmsford Re$) the British set up provincial legislatures ebhi
had the power to grant women's suffrage. Madrd®#1 granted votes to wealthy and educated women,
under the same terms that applied to men. Whereakhy and educated women in Madras were granted
voting right in 1921, in Punjab the Sikhs grantemhven equal voting rights in 1925 irrespective @itth
educational qualifications or being wealthy or pobhis happened when tiigurdwara Actof 1925 was
approved. The original draft of th@urdwara Actsent by the British to the Sharomani Gurdwara
Prabhandak Committee (SGPC) did not include Sikimem but the Sikhs inserted the clause without the
women having to ask for it. Equality of women witken is enshrined in th@uru Granth Sahipthe
sacred scripture of the Sikh faith. In the Governtra# India Act 1935 the British Raj set up a systef
separate electorates and separate seats for wdnshwomen's leaders opposed segregated electorates
and demanded adult franchise. In 1931 the Congmessised universal adult franchise when it came to

power. It enacted equal voting rights for both raad women in 1947.

Beginning from the first inception of the Universieere is a fascinating myth associated with tleation
of woman by the Supreme Creator, Lord Brahma. Awlgéd, beginning from Brahma Himself, the idea
of feminism in Indian literature, both oral and ten, had begun to be established, though pertatpssn

blatant as is today. World's two of the most prehis greatest epicRamayana and Mahabharata
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written by two sages Valmiki and Ved Vyas have beswsmposed pivoting around two central
charactersSita and Draupadiboth women. It was during this time that the eascstages of feminism
was born in ancient Indian literature, the illusta of which needs no further introduction, the
tribulations of botiSita and Draupadis perhaps realised by every Indian presently. Keyerole women
played in literature and life in the past and pnése both parts of the globe is equally significaim
ancient Vedic literature, women were elevatedtvis (Goddessesdhey were turned into myths and
legends. Her real identity of a woman however wesvided by the primordial myth, that is social
stereotypes which have been suggested, are twe pbleminine experience in the world. Sita absorbs
all harshly imposed desolation and mortificatiortted male ego, whereas, Draupadi challenges the mal
ego to the epitomic limits of human excellencea Sitcepts, accommodates and withdraws; Draupadi
resents, rejects and involves herself in the pooééife as a protagonist. These two feminine ergbes
define the limits of feminine experience in realigspecially the Indian literary reality. Even imet
present day Indian literature, the gender divisimves between new ‘iconisations' of these two hotdi

prehistoric figures.

Poet Balaram Das was also known as revivalist aghfevism. Popularly known as Panchasakha he had
a considerable influence on Odia Literature. LakisRarana composed by Balaram Das was an example
of a piece of literature which talked of women fidgon and had given birth to the spirits of ferami

But in reality Lakshmi Puran was written to popidaraBrat or Vrat In Bengali literature Tarasankar
Chotopadhaya, Mahasweta Devi, Asapurna Devi. ldiam literature writers like Amrita Pritam
(Punjabi), Kusum Ansal (Hindi) and Sarojini Sah&dia), who count amongst the most distinguished
writers, making a link between sexuality and fesmmiand writing for the ideaa‘woman's body, a
woman's right'in Indian languages. Rajeshwari Sunder Rajanlali€asturi, Sharmila Rege and Vidyut
Bhagat are some other group of essayists ands;ntico write in passionate favour of feminism idim
English literature. However, not only the contengpgitimes and British Indian times, feminist litense

in India has existed in India from the Vedic Periaith the gradually changing face of women contmg
light in every age, with its distinctiveness. Frawourt to miss universe, politics to socialist, spac
continent it has spread widely. Women Commissiogm#&h Samit, Self Help Group, Nari Mukti
Morcha, Women’s day, has been proved that all angaleirrespective gender. Renounced feminist
Pramilla Kalhan says in India since independenche“ldeal picture of a women was one of an
uncoupling herself for them, she was otherwiseepagate entity”. Now the women have ample freedom

in every step of life. In contemporary the womergto office, look after family, she gives speednes
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public, she take part in sports, she becomes leatterLiberal feminist movement radical feminist
movement, Marxist feminist movement raise voicefamour of women in general. Fourth decade of
Nineteenth Century Tailor and Milling’s Early essay onMarriage and Divorce’, Tailor's
‘Enfranchagement’Willingstone’s “A Vindication of the right of the womerKamil Collect’'s ‘The
Governor’'s Daughters Elizabeth Kardy's The Solitude of Self (189%tc. regarded women as the bird
of crage and raise voice to free women’s from thairt. Someone divide feminism as black feminist,

radical feminist, Lesbian feminist, Marxist feminipsycho analytic feminist etc.

Women are not only part of society but also a s@paentity. She requires freedom from all the
conservative system of the Indian society. Nowysdaomen are establishing themselves in every walk
of life. They want to stand on their own feet ttabtish their existence in the society. With tharuing

time, women’s are come forward to immerge themseinghe mainstream of the society. There should

not be gender discrimination among us although woare considering weaker section of the society.
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