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Abstract:

In the era of globalization, no territory or tribis left to isolation across the nations. The Andama
Islands and its original inhabitants are not exdepal to this argument. It is inhabitated by four
indigenous negrito tribal communities i.e., Jaravgnge, Sentinelese, and Great Andamanese and now
they are marginalized by the migrated mainland @anpopulation and restricted them to few pockets of
the island. Among them, Great Andamanese populasoan the verge of extinction with only 48
surviving souls with the vices of modern civiliaatiln pre Independent India, the colonial ruletarted

the process of annexation by establishing the psetilement for the convicts who sent from mainland
India and Burma. After Independence, they werenadlb to settle down in the islands along with their
kith and kin for development of these islands. ue dourse of time, refugees from East Bengal were
settled in Middle and North Andaman’s by clearingjon chunk of forest area for human habitation and
cultivation. Later on, people from different padkthe country immigrated to these islands in skat
better economic opportunities. As a result ‘mindial scenario was developed and built a new social
system wherein inter caste, creed, and religiousriages, Lingua Franca, and national character are
catalytic in creating a separate identity for losah Andaman. But due to expanding communication
network and infrastructural facilities, a new trefmhs been emerging by integrating social identities
among the settler population of the islands. Thigason can be best illustrated from the mushramgni
community guilds and the emerging ‘sacred comptéxPort Blair town to manifest distinct cultural
characteristics in a geographically isolated area.j Andaman Islands. Hence, the present studgnptte

to focus on the integration of different socialrtides with the emerging sacred complex in Andaman

Islands.
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Introduction:

The advent of globalization and industrializatiadrrought many changes not only in economic sphere

but in the social milieu of the millions of peoptethe developing nations. The growth of crossuralt
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contacts resulted in overlapping many identitiestiie sake of better standard of living. Despitéhes
fact, cultural identities of cross sections of deom India are still being facilitated by the agie-
traditions of that particular region where theydhbh. It is being demonstrated that the observasfce
various sacred performances, specialists and gelogras a whole constitute sacred complex of great
tradition which unites the people under pan-Ind@dentity (Vidyarthi, 1961). Thus ‘sacred complex’
concept is catalytic in highlighting various facetdindu spiritual life, source of livelihood teegendent
communities, trade, and tourism etc., in India. geom this, the sacred centers are spreading the
message of cultural ethos to even remote placesdhrseveral cultural performances like Car fefgjva
Jataras andUstavas The identity of a particular sacred complex wam@ perpetuated by adopting
modern innovations in its wider form of adjustmamthe ever changing situation through networkimg t
people of Indian culture. Peaceful coexistencenokiple belief systems, traditions, and ways & kt

these centers reflects the principle of unity wedsity.

The empirical studies of sacred complex in Indigdme in 1960’s by delineating methodological
perspectives in understanding complex network afasarelations in sacred centers. Based on the
analytical concepts of Robert Redfield and Mckimritdt, Vidyarthi (1961) initiated the beginning of
systematic study of these centers by using anthwgmal approaches for the comprehensive
understanding of the Indian civilization. Vidyatthformulated concept of sacred complex, which is a
synthesis of sacred geography, sacred performasaes®d specialists, sacred segments, sacredawhe,
sacred geography, is an attempt to describe soigjahization of the temple and its people. He ithir
argued that sacred complex of Hindu Gaya is apfpkc#o tribal and rural religions of this country.
Through his methodology and empirical data, Vidyiaréscrutinized the western scholar’s concepts lik
little and great tradition, cultural specialisterformances, and media and reframed them in Indian
context. In the course of time various anthropigialgworks on these sacred complex has been
undertaken by Makhan Jha (1971), Saraswati (1%&&d)ay (1975), Patnaik (1977), Goswami and Morab
(1975). These studies analyzed the dynamics oedammmplex of Hindu pilgrim centers by using the

concepts of Vidyarthi.

In line with above hypothesis, the present studsnéle to understand the emerging patterns of sacred
complex in physiologically and geographically igethtown in Andaman Islands. Port Blair town is the
capital of these enthralled islands which is intebby the people from different states of the Wnd
India and diverse cultural backgrounds of both gi@ad little traditions of Hinduism, Christianity,
Muslim, Jainism etc. The emerging temple traffie angoing cultural performances of the people in

these islands prompt the researcher to test theeptual framework of sacred complex in Island
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situation. At this juncture, it is also essentialunderstand the historical transect of the stuew @o

understand the emerging sacred complex in thedslan
Historical Background:

During colonial annexation, the Britishers thoughpeopling Andaman Islands to seek refuge of naval
fleet during distress conditions, to prevent theiggling from Malaya and to make friendly contacithw
native settlers. As a part of this strategy, theviaxs were sent to develop this island for human
habitation to protect the imperial interests duédastrategic location on sea route. After Indejmce,
the policy of immigration is continued for a quitsmger period in view of development of these reamot
islands. Initially refugees from East Pakistantleet from Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Bihar and Karnataka
settled in various islands. Later on people fromedie cultural, linguistic and geographical backgds
migrated to these islands on account of governmsemice, business, and allied occupations. Asaltre
of this, the original inhabitants of Andaman Islare, Great Andamanese, Jarwa, Onge and Senteneles
became minority and the immigrants emerged as @miréant group (Singh, 1994). Since then later
settlers started living together and participaiimgne another’s cultural activities. This sortcofitural
mosaic facilitated inter-caste or creed marriaggsvben the immigrants and local born islandersand

the other hand different communities formed sepagatlds to protect their regional identity too.

With the emergence of various Hindu shrines of lloa@gional and national significance in and around
the Port Blair town, institutionalized socio-cubiliorganizations likeUJtkal Samaj(Orissa),Atul Smriti
Samity(Bengali Club),Andhra Association (Telugu)Kerala Samajam(Malayalam), Rajasthaianch
etc., were formed to provide common cultural comssness besides protecting their nativity iderstitie
These institutions are playing a pivotal role iratmg cultural consciousness by organizing cultura
performance on festive occasions in the form ofexggant pandals, reading of sacred texts, bhagauals,
other regional cultural programmes. Thus sacredygghy and its related institutions provide theebas

for elucidating new identities in the emerging sgiccomplex.
The Study Area:

The Andaman Islands are located in Bay of Beng#i widistance of 1190 km from Chennai and 1255
km from Kolkata on sea. It is having 3106 sq. kieter area. The Andaman Islands are classified into
three divisions i.e., South, Middle and North An@anfor administrative convenience. Andaman Trunk

Road (ATR) is connecting all these three divisitred can also access through sea route. PortiBldie
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capital town for the entire Andaman and Nicobaarisls as it harbour people from different sociotralt

backgrounds. It is the entry point or gateway tr#st of islands.

Of the total population, Hindus are predominanttia study area followed by Christian and Muslim.
Though Hindi is official language in Port Blair, Bgali, Tamil, Telugu, Malayalam, Santhali and other
regional languages of the Union of India are wellsed in the respective areas. As a part of teaito
expansion, various religious centers come up terc¢he philosophical needs of the immigrant poparat

in due course of time. This situation led to theeggence of sacred complex in the islands. Undeyethe
circumstances Port Blair town is selected to urtdacsthe emerging patterns of sacred complex in the

island situation.
Methodology and Data Collection:

The present study is basically an outcome of intengeldwork from 2005-09 by visiting sacred censte
of Port Blair. The data was collected through obsgon, extensive case studies, key informant
interviews and verbal discussions etc. For colbectf quantitative data, secondary sources likerd=c
of A&N Administration, the data from State and goveent departmental libraries were used for

analyzing the demography of the study area.
Demography:

As per2011 Census, the total population of Andaman Istzordes to 3,80,581 consisting 2,02,871 male
and 1,77,710 female. Of which, the rural populatepresenting 2,37,093 and urban population comes t
1,43,488. Out of the total population Hindu (24668%hristian (77178), Muslim (29265), Sikh (1587),
Buddhist (421), Jain (23), and others are represgtiie different socio-cultural and ethnic backgrd
immigrated to the islands. The population has beereasing continuously with the influx of migrants

from mainland India.

Sacred Geography of Port Blair Town:

Port Blair town is not only a tourist paradise, buplace for cultural conglomeration surroundedaby
multitude of sacred geography of diverse religidaighs. Territorial expansion of the settlementaare

during the last few decades witnessed the enormgomsth of temples along with the development of

educational, commercial, transport sectors for tpralcpurposes constitutes this Islands a basdbne
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cultural heterogeneity. The immaculate architeculi#e Police Gurudwara at Bazaar, Bhuddhist
monastery at Phongy Chowke, Churches of diverserdemations located in the vicinity of Gholghar,
Mosque at Supply Lane, Dignabad and spiritual celite Ramakrishna Mission at Marina Beach,
Chinmai Mission at Police Lane and various Hindmtes like Murugan temple, Ayyappa and Radha
Govind temple at RGT road etc., are demonstraimherging sacred complex. Observance of cultural
performances at these places by the different camtras at regular intervals is catalytic for deymiwent

of religious tourism in recent past. Hence it melting pot of diverse traditions and belief syste

In addition to these sacred centers, there is anatiportant sacred zone located in South Poinigtwis
most venerated Muslim graveyard known Btazhar Pahad distance ranging from 2 to 3 kilometers.
This place is noted for the burial memorial of adlim saint,Hajrat Allama Fazul HaqueKhairabadi
who belonged to the court of the last Mughal EmpefoDelhi and a freedom fighter, worshipped by
large number of people irrespective of their ethdickgrounds. It is a popularized pilgrimage fondHis,
Muslim, Sikh and Christians in the Union TerritoBeople who kepnhannath(vow) visits this place and
organizes grand feasts after sacrificing goat amdsfin complying their vows. Besides this, pediptam
different cultural backgrounds tie sacred threadxistingFicus (baniyan) tree which is in typical Hindu

style atMazar.

The Kali Mandir on the way to Shippy Ghat is alspopular sacred centre which is also visited bggro
section of islanders to worship Goddess Kali. llbsated on the Hillock and having 6 kilometresniro
Port Blair town. The animal sacrifices by the dHiong Nepali priest with his mouth and sucking the

oozing blood in possessive state resembles thectaspects Hinduism at this sacred center.

PhonghyKhyongi(Andaman Buddhist Mission) is a major religioustce for the Burmese settlers in the
islands. It is located nearby market centre whichapular a®honghyChowke During Burmese festive
occasions likeTankem(Holi), Pavarana (Deevali), andBuddha poornima they throng toPhonghy
Khyongi situated at Port Blairiemio at Wandoor, Mayabunder and express their solidahitough
celebration of their festival including feasts.

The Murugan temples located on the way to Shadipdrits peripheral worshipped by Tamil people are
thronged by cross section of devotees from thedsldo gazePanguniUttaram’. It is being organized
once in every year by carrying decorateidi and insertingvel into the bodies of the devotees who

undertakevratam(vow) and walk across the fired charcoal.
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Besides this, little traditions of different comnmigs who represent various regions of the counate
also started to gain prominent at varionshallasof Port Blair town like anthills, statues of vijja god

and goddesses, and so on.
The Sacred Complex of Rajasthan Temple:

Out of the above stated sacred centres, Rajastbampl€ is one which is emerging center for sacred
complex in the study area. It is located on thiotk of Great Andaman Island besides Gandhi Park in
Shadipur locality of Port Blair. It is having twdldmeters distance from Airport and one and half
kilometers distance from inter island and mainlgatty. In view of its proxy location, people fronfil a

walks of life i.e., tourists, businessmen, and aléht ethnic groups who live in different parts of

Andaman Island throng to this place and offer wipr¢Rlate 1).

This temple rising to a height of average 100fthi sea level gives a majestic appearance toisiters

and thus provides sanctity to the place. A Uniquterior architecture facilitating people from diser
backgrounds to offer worship in such a way by ifisthe idols in different portions of the sanatm

for the purpose of worshipping all the regional g@thd goddesses. The main sanctorum consistsef nin
divisions having raised constructionirhanaggali gopurams)of each room resembles a distinct North
Indian temple architecture. In Ground floor (stagtifrom right side), deities of Lord Shiva, Parvautid

the Phallic, Goddess Durga, Lord Satyanaraya ardti€ss Lakshmi, Lord Rama and Sita, Lord Krishna
accompanied by Radha, Lord Hanuman, and Lord Meskeara. Statues of Lord Ganapati and Baba
Ram Devji (Peer Baba of Rajasthan) are locatedthereside of the sanctorum in a guarding positmn
the main deities. In First floor (starting fromtlefide) Lord Jagannath, Malabhadra and Subhadra of

Orissa, Bhagavan Katu Shyamji of Rajasthan wetalied for worship (Plate 2).

The temple is maintained by a committee which isvkm as ‘RajasthaManch’ formed in 1972 to bring
together migrants of Rajasthan people at one conpratform through their cultural activities such as
celebration of Holi, Deewali and their State fesksv Initially it is organized for maintaining and
coordinating its members for a common cause throtinglir collective effort, later it expanded its
activities to the organization of various Hinduigadus activities in Port Blair town. As a parighthe
need for a major sacred centre is felt which cdp tmeretaining a relatively high degree of divéysind
pluralism reflecting the vast regional, linguistagcio-economic and cultural heterogeneity of ttay B
Islands at one place as well as strengthening fibads among its members. The members ofvthech

attributed that the main reason behind this idedetgelop temple as a one of the major pilgrim eemr
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Islands for the attraction of tourists from all w&bf life in turn for the augmentation of chanityprks on
behalf of this centre. Core member of thkanch (service personnel, businessmen, and contractors)
succeeded their efforts in bringing it to the netiaf the Administration and land allotment for the
proposed temple. In 1998 temple construction wadest by voluntary contribution of its own members
in the form of money and material. All the idolsre@@mported from Jaipur except Lord Jagannath, whic
is donated byJtkal Cultural Association to maintain the sanctity ive tong run. The construction was
completed by the end of 1999 and opened up it@public for worship. Apart from its routine woigh

of the installed deitiedylelas Utstavs andJatras of different cultural groups of the mainland Indiee
held on auspicious occasions like Lord Jagannath Ratra, Durga Puja, and Holi etc. All the culiura

festivities of regional significance will take pam collaboration with the temple committee.

TheManchhad its own Executive Committee to look after shered activities of the temple. At present
the committee consists of 25 nominated membergjha¢h 11 executive members were elected once in
every two years by voting. The membership is $yrigiven to those who hail from Rajasthan and
majority of them businessmen. Committee membemnaisied every Tuesday evening in the premises of
the temple and discuss the matters pertaining maplee development and its maintenance. In the
beginning it has 35 members representing one pdreameach family of 35 families. With the rise of
population about 200 permanent and 200 nominal reesnthose who are in government service, now
they are conducting elections for the executive rodttee. But all households contribute generousty fo

temple fund on monthly basis.

At present the temple is being maintained with priest and four caretakers who arrange the needed
materials for regulapuja and preparation oprasadam Besides their regular activities, every month
caretakers collects donations from the merchansbierdeen Bazaar regularly on behalf of the temple
and deposit the same at cashier of the Committieis. amount is being used for regular maintenance of
the temple i.e. the purchase of groceries, oilemse sticks, and payment of phone, electricity aatkr
charges, etc. At present Executive Committee ma@dagements within the sanctorum for boarding the

priest and caretakers of the temple.

The functional importance of this Center is thelagement of massive cultural performances of differ
States through out the Calenderical year with #séstance of existing cultural guilds. Observarfc€ar
festival of Orissa, Durgah puja during Dasseralallffhworship during Maha Sivaratri, Sri Krishnasia

etc., at one place reflects the sacred complerdifih society at one side and the other it givptugal
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characteristic of the socio-cultural life of theyBlalanders. Participation of diverse communitieshese
cultural performances at this center demonstraiesnutual coexistence of multiple cultural tradisoof
Hindu civilization at study temple in particularcathe reflection of the same in the sacred geograph
Port Blair town in general. Different segments loé temple related to each other in the sense that a
worshipper goes from one segment to another to noélleeings to the deities at a time. In between
offering to major Hindu goddesses, worship of huntivination stresses the importance of local
traditions. Combination of sacred centers of thisdkhave become efficacious for the fulfillment of
certain specific desires of the people i.e. segumental peace in the secluded life, material Es$ses,
suitable mates, safe delivery of new babies, gebfrisickness and so on. Cultural relativistic elotar of

the sacred geography of Port Blair thus attractspiople from all walks of life including tourisas

large.

Sacred Specialists:

There is an emerging trend of influx of priestlymoounity to these Islands to cater the increasing
spiritual needs of the Port Blair town as no spe@kbtablished institutional arrangements are akibél
during settlement time. The enormous growth of patn and temple traffic may be the probable pull
factor behind their immigration. All most all themiples had a sacred specialist (either Brahman or
Sanskritised priest) of its own for usual worshipl dhese specialists attend the rites de-passagado

local population.

For example the priest of Rajasthan temple hailech fGorakhpur (Uttar Pradesh) on the advice of his
friend for his better employment. Basically he @& a practicing priest at mainland. He startedohnisstly
occupation only after arrival to these Islands wite domestic knowledge of regular practice of 8ans
texts as a part of his daily routine. Initially biered his priestly services at Britchgunj (Yam&sandir)
more than a year and on the request of the RajaSithenple committee, he shifted to Port Blair and
continuing his priesthood for the past few yeanga from his regular job, he also attends religitairs
during festive occasions at other temples and peganarriages and other life cycle rituals in armbad
Port Blair.

During auspicious occasions at temple, sacred alssi (i.e., priests) of nearby temples in PoriBlI
town also invited to take part and collectivelyicitite the ceremonial functions ranging from offigriof
floral worship toagni homa abishekamsnd so on and collects gifts and honorarium frobendommittee

and the general public. At that time, affluent fikesi do engage personnel priests to pay their vows
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during these functions. It is evident from the sssful performance of such sacred activities duting
festival of Lord Jagannath (popular as ‘Rath Yatewery year illustrates the above mentioned statém
Whenever the necessity arises, priests from odmples perform the regulaarati by adjusting timings

in case of absence of its permanent priest. Sadizgktior non-Brahmin priests are also found in the
sacred geography of Port Blair who officidtarati and puja regularly at temples besides their routine

occupations.

Sacred Performances:

All the major and minor Hindu festivals were cekied with high devotional temperament by giving
open invitation through local daily newspapershi® people of Islands. Splendid cultural performarare
programmes would takes place during Deewali, Vijdyasami, Ganesh Chaturdi, Sri Krishna
Janmashtami, Maha Shivaratri, Puri Jagannath Gtivéd Ram Navami, Sankranti and so on. Number
of devotes thronged during these festive occasamusoffer worship including reading of sacred texts
bhajans keerthan harikathas etc. Besides these performances, different allttradition oriented
performances like traditional dance representirgy rikgional, ethnic, linguistic were organized a th

temple premises with collaboration of cultural arigations of the Andaman Island (Plate 3).

Recently held Car Festival of Lord Jagannath okSariillustrates the observance of sacred perforasanc
at the premises of Rajasthan temple. The famousf&tival was observed in line with the cultural
pattern of Puri Rath Yatra in the Bay Islands. Tlikal Cultural Samaj of Port Blair with the help of

Rajasthan temple committee and Chinmay Missionrorga this massive event this year.

Prior to the procession, the wooden idols usegfocession were imported from Orrissa as it isiticul

to make the idols with the wood of specified trébss ever year they make new wooden images and
install those wooden idols in the sanctorum in @latold ones. Remaining wood for making new Rath i
being procured from Andaman since it is very diffico import the required wood from Dasapala where
special team of carpenters venture and procure viaroghaking new chariots. On approaching Regh
Yatra day, the volunteers of Utkal Samaj initiates tihecpss of making new CharidR4th in front of

the temple itself.

On the auspicious dapuja was held in traditional Oriya manner and orgarsiadistributegrasadato

the visitors at temple premises. Later on, thepdake decorated chariot to the streets after imatigg

this event by the first person of the islands Hon’le Governor after worshipping tieath The huge
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crowd of people competes for holding the sacrec rap they state it will bring fortune in the lifé o

human beings. The procession starts from the terapte goes around Port Blair town to glimpse
everyone and eventually reaches Chinmai Missionhi@t. The deities are being supposed to give
hospitality at this place for nine days and aftedsathey do observe formal returning of Car from

Chinmai Mission to its originating place i.e., Refgan temple.

A large number of people participated in this Ré#itra procession amidst ritual chantings and ti@ak
bandwagon. The characteristic feature of this Ré&ttra is the participation of Non-Oriya communities
(90%) including Hindu, Sikh, and Christian alongttwihe Oriya families. Likewise Durggbuja and
other regional and national festivals are beenbcated with utmost devotion and fervor. Sometiningés t
performance starts at the dawn of the day andmantis even midnight. Those who had vows about their
family troubles, marriage, health and prosperitl ofifer floral worship, fire worshiptfom3g, water and
milk worship @bhishekanjswith the help of sacred specialists during themered performances. Now a
days mammoth pandals with beautiful electrificatioere undertaken during Goddess Durgah and Lord

Ganesh festivals.

Analysis of Results and Conclusion

The very complexity of the social composition ofrtPBlair and its increasing density due to influk o
population from mainland India have affected theellgpment of local cultural traditions to some exte
but not in vogue. As such sacred centers of padatiawgion exposed to people of diverse regions of
India. Though the study temple representing GFeadition in its appearance, worship of human diyin
such asBaba Ramdevjiand Katu Shyamjiand others shows that the close interaction betweeal
traditions of regional significance with the grestditions of which they are part. Apart from raogti
puja, various activities like mundane, festive prooassjbhajans kirthan, etc., are the major attraction
of this sacred centre. The presence of Idols ofouarregional gods and goddesses of the temple
enhancing the strengths of temporal and spaciowesiiy by exhibiting elements of unity in diveysit
which forms the base to secular character of ountryg from the ages. Regional identities expressed
through performance of various sacred activitiesngufestive occasions have been motivating thepleeo
for the survival of their age-old customs and pcast to remember their upcoming generation in the
present technological revolutionary world.

Socio-cultural practices of the inhabitants of PBIdir may vary in many ways apparently with their

belief systems but geographical isolation from raaid providing a common bondage of regions in the
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form of massive cultural performances. The exqeisitiriosity of the splendid performances during
festive occasions made all sorts of worshippeepiareciate and adoration irrespective of the retlien
belong to. Apart from this sacred complex, the fiomal contribution of inhabiting communities farch
performances are explicit from the servicegvie#fdar (basket making community from Andhra Pradesh
who offer sacred baskets for worship), carpentirianbeaters, traders to make the event a graneéssicc
Interlocking of various traditions and belief piaes at one place facilitating the relativistic and
pluralistic tendency among the visitors of the teanphese tendencies demonstrate the fundameritgl un

of our country in the background of diversity ofipical, regional and religious aspects etc.

Socio-cultural adjustment among people of differetitnic communities have been reflecting in their
collective participation during the performances f@gpecting each other beliefs with devotion and
reverence towards all other cultural traditionghad people. This in turn is a positive sign of atting
tourists paving a way to creation of source of medo the native people those who depended on ¢eempl
traffic for their eke out as well as for the deymtwent of tourism sector. The secular charactehef t
temple gives a broader identity of the Indian adtiy manifesting various dimensions of Indian
civilization in particular and the other sacred teem in general i.eMazar Durgah. As a result of
enormous growth of sacred geography of varioustioad along with the major temples in recent times
at Port Blair town has been encountering religisyscretism through a spiritual link with the widely
accepted persona celebrities. Associated legendsmaths of the sacredness of the other religious
centers of cultural personalities spreading acissgerritorial boundaries by improved communicatio
and transport facilities. With this people hailifngm different parts get together and mutually exde
cultural elements. Thus the sacred networks evolwesl a period of time not only strengthen the
common bondage of diverse cultures that emergéseiparticipation of processions, bhajans, androthe

sacred performances.

Presence of large number of people is not purelgetotion oriented, but their purposes are based on
their nature of association with the performandeeyrmay consist of service personnel, politicalkeos,
volunteers, traders and casual visitors with d#fifermotives. Voluntary services rendered by differe
organizations (related to political parties) do nohtain sacred in nature rather in conformity vtk
ideals of their organization, which they represeéstme of the charity activities like distributiori o
education kits consists of note books and pencitghes, and other needed material to the needy are

entirely a personnel affair delinking with charitf the temple at large. The customary to partie@pat
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the feasts oprasadadistribution held at Mazar Pahad or else demotestirétne supplement of nutrition

along with devotion for the settlers surround gm@ples.

Thus the sacred complex of Rajasthan temple demadestthe increasing tendency of adaptation to the
secular life in a new environment and avoiding $ketarian tendencies. This trend helps in narrgwin

the fissiparous attitudes among the people. Atjtmsture it is noteworthy to mention enormous gtow

of temple traffic in and around Port Blair city repenting Great and Little cultural traditions that

illustrate the hypothesis of Vidyarthi's theoretigaoposition of sacred complex of a Hindu place of

pilgrimage reflects a level of continuity, comprami and combination between Great and Little

traditions.

Of course the religious structures of Port Blaiwtomay represent the sects of different Hindu alé age
other religious traditions, it does not encourageasate identities based on region, language edcieis
illustrated in the widespread commbimgua Franca(i.e., Hindi) of this region which is catalytic tiad
the creation of new identity i.d.ocal. People respect each other traditions and coapématimes of
cultural performances irrespective of caste, creer,and religion. In the course of time syncreéinters
like MazharDurgah, Rajasthan Temple emerged to cater thituspineeds of diverse population of these
Islands. Eventually it assists in understanding dizleamism of Indian civilization through its intafn

process of adjustment and interaction among diftszeltural and religious groups.
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